
 
 

 
 

THESIS 

 

A STUDY ON THE VOCABULARY MASTERY  

OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS  

OF SMP NEGERI 2 KUPANG 

 IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2019/2020 

 

 

 

 

URU HALATANA 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATIONS STUDY PROGRAM  

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE 

FACULTY  

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2019



 
 

ii 
 

THESIS 

A STUDY ON THE VOCABULARY MASTERY  

OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS  

OF SMP NEGERI 2 KUPANG  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2019/2020 

 

 

 

 

 

URU HALATANA 

REG.NO.12115112 

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE 

FACULTY  

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2019 

 



 
 

iii 
 

THESIS 

A STUDY ON THE VOCABULARY MASTERY 

OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS 

OF SMP NEGERI 2 KUPANG 

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2019/2020 

 

 

Presented in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements 

for Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language Education 

 

 

 

URU HALATANA 

REG.NO 12115112 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE 

FACULTY  

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2019 



 
 

iv 
 

 



 
 

v 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

vi 
 

 

 

MOTTO 

 

 

 

 

 

“I can do all the things through 

 Christ who strengthens me” 

Philippians 4:13 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

vii 
 

DEDICATION 

 

This Thesis is particularly dedicated to: 

 My  beloved mother Rambu Rui Lepir 
and father Ndawa Lu. 

 My Beloved sister Ester Kana 
 My Almamater, Widya Mandira Catholic 

University and all lecturers of the 
English study program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

viii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

First of all, the writer would like to thank to the Almighty God for His 

blessing and guidance so the writer could complete this thesis. In accomplishing 

this thesis, the writer has been helped by others. Therefore, the writer would like 

to express her sincerest thank to the following persons who have helped her in 

conducting the research and writing this thesis: 

1. Dr. Damianus Talok, M.A, the Dean of Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Educational Sciences who has provided all administration needs so that this 

study could be done. 

2. Dr. Elvis Albertus Bin Toni,S.Pd. MA, the head of English Study Program 

who gave permision to the writer to conduct the study. 

3. Dr. Damianus Talok, M.A, the first advisor andP. Paul Asa, SVD, Mag 

TESOL, M.Pd, the second advisor who have spent patiently a lot of time to 

guide her during the writing of this thesis until the end.  

4. Dr. Elvis Albertus Bin Toni,S.Pd. MA, the first examiner andDrs. 

KlemensAtaburan, M.Hum the second examiner who have given the 

corrections and suggestions for the improvement of this thesis.  

5. Alllecturers of theEnglish Study Program of Unwira Kupang who have 

provided the writer with knowledge, skills, and made the writer a good person 

as an English teacher to be.  

6. Drs Daniel DajaraBunga, Acting Headmaster of SMP Negeri 2 Kupang who 

gave permission to the writer to get the data at this school.  



 
 

ix 
 

7. All teachers, official staff and students in SMP Negeri 2 Kupang especially 

teacher and the students of class VIII C for their good cooperation during the 

data collection.  

8. Sister Ester Kana, who have given financial, love, motivation, support, 

attention and all the things that the writer needed during her study and the 

process of writing this thesis. 

9. Her beloved parents Ndawa Lu and Rambu Rui Lepir who have given love, 

motivation and spiritual support during her study. 

10. All of her beloved brothers; Umbu Ruben,Umbu Murri, danUmbu Joni, for 

motivation, support, attention, during the process to finish my study.  

11. Her beloved friends Sri Rambu, MonikaTokan, Yohana Rawati, Lilis 

Damayanti, Aas Dorbedha, Ina Tamar, Anita Ridho, Margo Nenoliu, Merry 

Nono, Lolita Santos, Anna Tae for their friendship, support and motivation 

during her study at this University specially at English Study Program.  

12. My special gratitude is also forwarded to all my families who have support 

and help the writer during process to finish my study. 

The writer believes and realizes that their help and support cannot be 

counted, the writer hopes that the Almighty God bless them. 

       Kupang, .........2019 

 

        The Writer 

 

 



 
 

x 
 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study is entitled “A STUDY ON THE VOCABULARY MASTERY OF 

THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS OF SMP NEGERI 2 KUPANG IN THE 

SCHOOL YEAR 2019/2020”. This study was conducted to answer the following 

questions: (1) are the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Kupang able to 

understand the meaning of vocabularies tested to them? (2)  What is the mastery 

level of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Kupang in using vocabulary of 

human body parts domain?. The main objectives of this study are: (1) To know 

whether the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Kupang understand the 

meaning of vocabulary in sentences or not. (2) To measure the mastery level of 

the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Kupang in vocabulary of human body 

parts domain. The vocabulary test was in the form of multiple choice. There were 

40 test items. The result of the data analysis shows that (1) The eighth grade 

students of class VIII C SMP Negeri 2 Kupang are understand the meaning of 

vocabularies tested to them. (2) The mastery level of the eighth grade students of 

SMP Negeri 2 Kupang was “very good” (8,97%). Based on the result the writer 

would like to offersuggestions:(1) To the English teacher at SMP Negeri 2 

Kupang that the teachers should help the students on vocabulary by giving more 

excercises to them. (2) For the students they can try to do more exercises in 

English reading texts and try to get more vocabulary. (3) The writer also suggests 

them to learn more about grammar that can help them to  improve their 

vocabulary mastery. 
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