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ABSTRACT 

This study is entitled “A Study on the Ability in Using Direct and Indirect Speeches of the 

Fourth Semester Students of English Education Study Program of Teacher Training 

and Educational Science Faculty of Widdya Mandira Catholic University Kupang in the 

School Year 2015/2016” This study conducted to answer the following questions 1) Are the 

Fourth semester students of English Education Study Program in Widya Mandira Catholic 

University Kupang able to use direct and indirect speech or not? 2) What is the students’ level 

of ability in using direct and indirect speech in English sentence? 3) What are the difficulties 

faced by the Fourth Semester students of English Education Study Program of Widya 

Mandira Catholic University Kupang  in using direct and indirect speech?. The objectives of 

this study are as follows: 1) To find out whether the Fourth Semester Students of English 

Study Program in Widya Mandira Catholic University Kupang  are able to use direct and 

indirect speech correctly or not. 2) To find out their level of ability to use direct and indirect 

speech. 3) To know the difficulties area that faced by the fourth students of English Study 

Program of Widya Mandira Catholic University in using Direct and Indirect Speech. The 

research method used in the study was descriptive method. The subject of the study was the 

fourth semester students of English study program Widya Mandira Catholic University 

Kupang in the school year 2015/2016. The respondent of this study were 20 students. The 

instrument that the writer used for gathering the data was the essay test about direct and 

indirect speech. The test consisted of (40) test items, divided into two types namely: 20 test 

items were direct speech test and (20) test items Indirect speech test. The result of the data 

analysis shows that (1) The fourth grade students of English Study Program of Widya 

Mandira Catholic University are able to use direct and indirect speech sentences. (2).The 

ability level of fourth semester students of English Study Program in Widya Mandira Catholic 

University Kupang was” AVERAGE” (68.1), Based on the data presented before in table 5 

before, the distribution of the students level of ability is as following lines: Two students 

(10%): students number 11 and 16  got Excellent ability level (90 – 100), Four students 

(20%): students number 7, 9, 13 and 17 got Very Good ability level (80 – 89), Two students 

(10%): students number 5 and 10 got Good ability level, Three students (15%): students 

number 1, 4 and 6 got Average ability level (65 – 69) and Nine students (45%): students 

number 2, 3, 8, 12, 14, 15, 18, 19 and 20 got Poor ability level (50 – 59). From the data 

analysis that has been explained above, the writer would like to conclude that, there are five 

groups of students based on their individual level of ability in using direct and indirect speech, 

so it can be seen that from 20 students who participated the test of direct and indirect speech 

showed that, there were 11 students (55%) passed the whole test and while 9 students (45%) 

failed. The ability level of the whole class is 68.1. It is classified as Average. The areas of 

difficulties faced by the fourth semester students of English study program of Widya Mandira 

Catholic University in the school year 2015/2016 in using direct and indirect speech are how 

to use tenses, pronouns and possessive adjectives, adverb of time and the quotation mark in 

correct position when they construct direct and indirect speech. Based on the result of the 

study, there are some suggestions which need to be considered: 1) For the Grammar Lecturer : 

in order to improve the ability in using direct and indirect speech, the writer would suggest 

that the Grammar lecturer of English should give the students more practices about direct and 

indirect speech. 2) For the students: the students should always be motivated to learn about 

direct and indirect speech because direct and indirect speech are one specific sentence 

structure which can help student in making sentences. 
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