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Abstract

Indonesia is the home of 192 million Muslims, the biggest concentration of Mus-
lims in the world.

This paper illustrates recent developments and challenges for interreligious dia-
logue in Indonesia, in the midst of escalating conflicts and the emergence of fanatic
groups calling for religious war (jihad). Moreover it also depicts the prospective
development of interreligious discourse at the University level, based on the re-
ligious knowledge and affinal / consanguinal relationships, as they were encoun-
tered in the recent research.

Introduction

Indonesia is among the most populated countries in the world, with 231,328,000 inhabit-
ants. Out of this total number, Muslims form 88%, Protestants 5%, Roman Catholics 3%,
Hindus 2%, Buddhists 1%,' and others 1%. That makes Indonesia the home of 192 million
Muslims, the biggest concentration of Muslims in the world.

On the basis ofits national philosophy and ideology (Pancasila or the five principles), Indo-
nesia is also known as a very tolerant nation though it is composed of many and various eth-
nic, cultural and religious groups. However, in recent years, conflicts based on ethnic and
religious issues have been widespread all over the country, from Jakarta to Ambon, from
Poso (Sulawesi) to Kupang (‘Timor). These conflicts have claimed the lives of thousands
and led to the internal migration of a huge number of its population, who carry with them
along enduring sense of psychological trauma. Religious and ethnic symbols and flags have
often been raised by certain groups to extend and maintain the conflicts, which to some
extent challenges the culture of tolerance and harmony as promoted by Pancasila, religions
and other local cultural values.

This essay illustrates recent developments, prospects and challenges for interreligions dis-
logue in Indonesia, in the midst of escalating conflicts and the emergence of fanatic growss

calling for religious war (jihad). Moreover it depicts the recently prospective developmmens
of interreligious discourse at the University level. It will be commence with 2 discussion of

1| Data according to electronic database BPS: July 2002.




the phenomenon of the resurgence of radical Islam in Indonesia, such as Jama'ah Islams

and Al Qaeda networks with their terrorist agendas which threaten the tolerant culture
Indonesia.




