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ABSTRACT 

 

This research is entitled "A Study on The Ability of Ninth Grade Students of Smp 

Negeri 10 Kupang in Using Modal Auxiliaries". The formulation of the research 

problem is as follows, (1) Are the ninth-grade students of SMP Negeri 10 Kupang 

able to use capital auxiliaries? (2) What is the level of ability of the ninth-grade 

students of SMP Negeri 10 Kupang in using modal auxiliaries? This study is based 

on theory from Barus 1989, with some additions and modifications. This study used 

a qualitative descriptive method. Participants in this study were grade 9 students at 

SMP Negeri 10 Kupang. The total number of participants was 30 people, 15 boys 

and 15 girls. This research was conducted at SMP Negeri 10 Kupang. This research 

took two weeks, in November 2022. The instrument used in this study was a multiple 

choice questionnaire. The questionnaire was given to all participants is 40 questions 

for the questionnaire. The results showed that grade ninth students still had 

difficulties in using modals auxiliaries. In addition, only a few students understand 

the use of modals can, will, could, must, may, and should. 

 

Keywords: Modals auxiliaries 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Penelitian ini berjudul “Kajian Kemampuan Siswa Kelas IX SMP Negeri 10 Kupang 

Dalam Menggunakan Modal Auxiliaries”. Rumusan masalah penelitian adalah 

sebagai berikut, (1) Apakah siswa kelas IX SMP Negeri 10 Kupang mampu 

menggunakan modal auxiliaries? (2) Bagaimana tingkat kemampuan siswa kelas IX 

SMP Negeri 10 Kupang dalam menggunakan modal auxiliaries? Kajian ini 

didasarkan pada teori dari Barus 1989, dengan beberapa tambahan dan modifikasi. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif. Partisipan dalam penelitian 

ini adalah siswa kelas 9 SMP Negeri 10 Kupang. Jumlah keseluruhan peserta adalah 

30 orang, 15 laki-laki dan 15 perempuan. Penelitian ini dilakukan di SMP Negeri 10 

Kupang. Penelitian ini memakan waktu dua minggu, pada bulan November 2022. 

Penelitian memakan waktu dua minggu karena tidak semua partisipan hadir saat 

jadwal dilaksanakannya tes, sehingga partisipan yang tidak mengikuti test mereka 

dipindahkan ke jadwal yang baru. Instrumen yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini 

adalah kuesioner pilihan ganda. Kuesioner yang diberikan kepada seluruh partisipan 

berjumlah 40 pertanyaan untuk menguji kemampuan penggunaan modals auxiliaries 

mereka. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa siswa kelas IX masih mengalami 

kesulitan dalam menggunakan modal auxiliaries. Selain itu, masih sedikit siswa yang 

memahami penggunaan modals can, will, could, must, may, dan should. Dibuktikan 

dengan jumlah siswa yang mendapat level good adalah berjumlah 3 orang sedangkan 

siswa yang mendapatkan level buruk sebanyak 15 orang. Sisanya mendapat level 

standar.  

Kata kunci: Modals Auxiliaries, ability, kuesioner, deskriptif kualitatif 



xi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 

COVER PAGE ....................................................................................................   i  

FORMAL REQUIREMENTS OF THESIS WRITING .................................   ii 

APPROVAL SHEET ..........................................................................................   iii 

EXAMINATION BOARD..................................................................................   iv 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ..................................................................   v 

MOTTO ...............................................................................................................   vi 

DEDICATION .....................................................................................................   vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..................................................................................  viii 

ABSTRACT .........................................................................................................   ix 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................................................   x 

LIST OF TABLES ..............................................................................................   xi 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ........................................................................   1 

1.1 Background of the Study ...............................................................................   1 

1.2 Research Questions ........................................................................................   3 

1.3 Objectives of the Study ..................................................................................   3 

1.4 Significance of the Research ..........................................................................   4 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL 

FRAMEWORK ...................................................................................................   5 

2.1 Theory ............................................................................................................   5 

2.1.1 Definition of Ability ....................................................................................   5 

2.1.2 Modal Auxiliaries ........................................................................................   5 

2.2 Review of Previous Studies ...........................................................................   7 

2.3 Conceptual Framework ..................................................................................   11 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ............................................   12 

3.1 Research Design .............................................................................................   12 

3.2 Data Collection ..............................................................................................   12 

3.2.1 Participants of the Study ..............................................................................   12 

3.2.2 Research Time and Place .............................................................................   12 



xii 

 

3.3 Research Instrument .......................................................................................   13 

3.4 Methods and Teaching of Data Compilation .................................................   13 

3.5 Procedures of Data Analysis ..........................................................................   13 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ..............................................   16 

4.1 Findings ..........................................................................................................   16 

4.2 Discussion ......................................................................................................   23 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ....................................   25 

5.1 Conclusion ......................................................................................................   25 

5.2 Limitation of the Study ...................................................................................   25 

5.3 Suggestions .....................................................................................................   26 

  

APPENDICES .....................................................................................................   28 

Appendix 1 Surat Keterangan Selesai Penelitian .............................................   29 

Appendix 2 Responses of Participants ..............................................................   30 

 

 

 



xiii 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 1. List of values according to the number of correct questions ............  14 

Table 2. List of levels of values obtained ...........................................................  15 

Table 3. List of correct and incorrect answer of each student ........................  17 

Table 4. List of question numbers and the number of students who  

answered correctly and students who answered incorrectly ............  19 

Table 5. The level of students ability in the use of modals ..............................  22 

 

 
 

 

 

 


