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ABSTRACT 

 
This study is entitled “A STUDY ON THE USE OF PICTURE SERIES TO 

IMPROVE  WRITING ABILITYOF PROCEDURAL TEXT OF THE EIGHTH 

GRADE STUDENTS’ OF SMP NEGERI 16 KUPANG IN THE  SCHOOL 

YEAR 2017/2018”.  It was conducted in order to answer the following questions: (1)  

Are picture series effective to  improve writing ability of procedural text of the eighth 

grade students of SMP Negeri 16 Kupang in the school year 2017/2018? (2) How are 

picture series used to improve the writing ability of the eighth grade students of SMP 

Negeri 16 Kupang in school year 2017/2018? The objectives of the study are as 

follows: (1) To find out if picture series are effective to improve the writing ability of 

the eight grade students of SMP Negeri 16 Kupang in the school year 2017/2018 or 

not. (2) To find outhow are picture series used to improve writing ability of the eighth 

grade students of SMP Negeri 16 Kupang in the school year 2017/2018. This study is 

limited in three aspects of writing as proposed by John Anderson in terms of grammar, 

vocabulary, and mechanics. This study used a Classroom Action Research (CAR) 

which is conducted to solve studetnts’ writing ability of prcedural text. The writer did 

two cycles which each cycle consists of planning,action, observatin, and reflection. 

The data were gathered through quantitative data. The quantitative data were obtained 

from students’ writing score of pre-test, post-test I-II. The topic for the pretest is how 

to make a glass of coffee, the topic of post test I is how to prepare an fried egg, and the 

topic of post test II is how to make a glass of white coffee. Based on the  analysis of 

data, the writer concludes that picture series are effective in teaching writing  of 

procedural text for the eight grade students’ of SMP Negeri 16 Kupang in the school 

year 2017/2018 and there are significant differences in the results of teaching writing 

by using picture series and without picture series. The students’ level of writing of 

procedural text in the pre-test is average (9.41) while in the post-test I the level is very 

good (15.583) and in the post- test II is very good (17.333). The pre-test was given 

after they had been taught without using picture series and the post test I and II was 

given after they were taught by using picture series. Seeing at the result of the 

research, the suggestion might be as follows: (1) Picture series is effective to improve 

students’ writing ability of procedural text. it could be seen from the following 

aspects:( (a) The improvements of the students’ writing ability can be seen from the 

result mean score in pre test, post tes I and post test II. The improvements involves the 

students’ ability in : grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics. The improvements could be 

shown from the students’ achievement score. The mean of the pre test was 9.41, post 

test I was 15.583, and the post test II was 17.333.(b) The aspect of writing that was 
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analyzed by the rsearcher was grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics. The level after 

being thought picture series was very good, better than before used picture series.From 

the statments, it could be concluded that the use of picture series in the writing class 

was able to improve the students; writing ability, their attitude toward writing in the 

class, and the students’ behavior. The use media of picture series in teaching writing 

was not the only thing that could improve the students’ writing ability. (2) How picture 

series improve the writing ability of procedure text. Picture series was implemented in 

2 cycles. Where in cycle I there were 2 meetings and cycle II there was 1 meeting. It 

could be seen from the aspects:(a) Picture series as teaching media helps the students 

in getting and developing the idea of their writing. When the students saw the picture  

series, they got the visualization how the story should be developed. They can easiliy 

generate the idea and developed their writing  depending on the picture.(b) Picture 

series as teaching media helps the students find the appropriate vocabularies and word  

choice for their writing. After seeing and observing the pictures, the students will be 

enganged and motivated to find the vocabularies related to the pictures. They will try 

to hard  to find words for expressing what they see and feel from the pictures. The 

students share the vocabularies and discuss the vocabularies with the other students 

and the teacher.(c) Picture series improves students’ ability in coherence and 

cohesiveness. By following picture series with the simple storyline from the beginning 

into the end, the students can easly understand about the organization of the text. The 

use of picture series in teaching writing can stimulate the students about simple story 

that can be generated by them into a paper in order to make a well structured writing. 
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