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ABSTRACT

This study is entitled: “A Study on The Ability in Pronouncing English Words by the
Seventh Grade Students of SMPK ST. Theresia Kupang in the School Year 2015/2016.”
The study is conducted to answer the following questions: 1. Are the seventh grade students
of SMPK ST. Theresia Kupang in the school year 2015/2016 able to pronounce English words
taught to them? 2. What is the ability level of seventh grade students of SMPK ST. Theresia
Kupang in the school year 2015/2016 in pronouncing English words? 3. What words are
mispronounced by the seventh grade students of SMPK ST. Theresia Kupang in the school year
2015/2016? And the objectives of this study were 1) To know whether the seventh grade
students of SMPK ST. Theresia Kupang in the school year 2015/2016 are able to pronoun
English words or not. 2) To know the ability level of the seventh grade students of SMPK ST.
Theresia Kupang in the school year 2015/2016 in pronounce English words. 3) To know the
words mispronounced by of the seventh grade students of SMPK ST. Theresia Kupang in the
school year 2015/2016. The study was conducted in order to know whether the seventh grade
students of SMPK ST. Theresia Kupang able to pronounce English words, to find out their
ability level, and to find out the mispronounce committed by the students. This study was limited
on pronouncing English words. In obtaining the data, the writer applied the descriptive method.
The subject of the study was the fifteen students in class VII-E. The instrument used in this study
was the pronunciation test. The result of the study shows that 1) The seventh grade students of
SMPK ST. Theresia Kupang were able to pronounce English words. 2) The students’ ability
level in pronouncing English words are varied from Excellent 4 students with the percentage
(26.6%), Very good 8 students with the percentage (53.3%), Good 3 students with the percentage
(20%). The scores of students’ pronunciation the researcher could find the ability level of the
whole class is 8.5 and categorize as Very good. 3) There are 36 out of 90 English words were
mispronounced by students. In fact, most of the students committed mistakes in pronouncing the
words: Verb (Accept), Noun (Accent), Adjective (Honest), and Adverb (Fast). The least mistakes
were on the words: Noun (Zebra and Wall), Adjective (Dirty and Famous), Adverb (Many, Most,
Twice and Very). Based on the result of the study, the writer suggests: The writer deems
necessary to give some suggestions regarding the result of the study. For the teachersto improve
the mistakes committed by the students, the English teacher should pay attention to the students’
pronunciation by correcting them when they misspelled the words. For the students,the students
should drill themselves in pronouncing English words. This can be done by consulting
dictionaries both manual and electronic dictionaries. Other researchers,they are suggested to
design and to conduct further study about students’ Pronouncing English Words in with bigger
samples.

Key Words: Pronouncing English Words, Descriptive Method

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
APPROVAL SHEET ...ttt n e v i
EXAMINATION BOARD oottt il
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...ctuuuiiiiitteeeeeesneseeeecsssssssssssssssssssssssscmrinnnns v
A L N I 1 TR Vi
0.3 0 D ] (02 N0 1 L0\ T vii
AB ST R A CT .. uiiittttiiiiiieeeeeeessesssecssesssssssssssssssssssssssssosssssssses simminnns viii
TABLE OF CONTENTS oottt evaa s iX
LIST OF TABLE ...t e e e aaaaaaanes Xi
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ...ttt e s eneaaans 1
1.1 Background of the Study ........cccccevveeieiie i 1
1.2 Statement of ProblemS ......ooveeeeeeeeee et 2
1.3 Objectives of the Study..........cceeeiieiieii e 3
1.4 Significance of the StUY .........ccoceiiiiiiiii 3
1.5 Scope and Limitation ..........c.cccveveiieeieeie e 4
1.6 DEfinition Of TEIMS. ...ooee et e e 4
CHAPTER Il REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE.......ccoooeviviiiiiiiiiiins 6
2. T OTIES et nennnennnn 6
2.1.1 PronUNCIALION .. ... oovviiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiieiee e e et e e e e e e e e ererereeererereeees 6
2.0.2 CONSOMANES. . ... vveeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee e e sseeasseenssnaaseeeeseeesssnnnnns 12
2.1.3 DIphthOngs. . ... ..ot i 15
2.0.4 SOUNA. .. cooieoeeieeeeeee ettt e et e e e et e e e e naee s 17
2,05 SHIESS. . e ittt 17
2.2 Review Of Previous StUAIES .. ...ooveeeeiiiie e 18
2.3 Conceptual Framework ...... ...cccooviiiiiiii e 20
CHAPTER 11l RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ..oiiiieeeeiiieeeeie e eeeeer e 22



3.1 ReseraCh DeSIgN ........ccovveiiiiiie i
3.2 Subject of the StUdY ......cceooieiieeceeeee e
3.3 Reserach INStruments .........ccccvevveiiiccie e
3.4 PrOCEAUIES ...oveiiiieecctie ettt ettt snr e sare e eareeens

3.4.1 Data Gathering .. ... ..c.ccooiverririiiieiieseese s
3.4.2 Data ANalySis ..... cccoiiiiiiiiiiie i
3.5 Standard of Measurement.............c.covviiiiiniiiic

CHAPTER IV RESEARCH FINDINGS....ccccttitiiiuiieiurneiecneiennnn .

4.1 Data ANALYSIS ..vvonriintitiit et e
4.2 DISCUSSION ..ceeveeiiieeieeeeeeeeee ettt e e e eeeees

CHAPTER V SUGGESTION AND CONCLUSION.......ccccooviiiiieiicneneee

5T CONCIUSION . .vveeee e

5.2 SUGGESTION ..ttt

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ot

APPENDIX........

Appendix 1

22
22
23
24

24
24
25

26

26
86

103
103

104

105

107

107



LIST OF TABLE

Table 1: Standard of Measurement .............ccoovvenerniieniee e
Table 2: Summary of Students Correct and Incorrect Pronunciation .....
Table 3: Distribution of Students Level of Ability...........ccccoovvveninennn.

Table 4: Standard of MEASUIEMENT ........coveevreiiee et

Table 5: Distribution of Students Pronunciation Based of Words Class

Xi

25

73

76

77

78



