
CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

1.1BackgroundoftheStudy

Whyrick(2000:227)statesthatinwritingadescriptivetext,itisimportant

Thatwriterisabletogivedetailsoftheobjectbeingdescribedsothatthereaderscan

createamentalpictureoftheperson,place,orobject.Toenablethis,thewritermust

useselectionaselectionofchoiceofwordstomaketheobjectbeingdescribedappear

vividinthereader’seyes.Itisimportantthenthatthewritermakesusedofwordsthat’s

elevatesensorydetailssuchassight,sound,smell,taste,feeling,andtexturetocreate

vividimagesinthereader’smind.Inaddition,thewritermustalsobeawareofspatial

ordertocreateaclearvisualimageinthereadersmind.Inperson,place,object,or

scene:’thelocationorarrangementinspacefrom toptobottom,bottom totop,rightto

left,near,lefttoright,neartoofar,fartonear,insidetooutsideoroutsidetoinsideto

inside’(Haines,2007:121)

Descriptive textwriting is often found in fiction,though itcan make an

appearanceinnonfictionaswell(forexamplememories,firsthandaccountsofevents,

ortravelguides).Whenanauthorwritersinadescriptivetextstyle,theyarepaintinga

pictureinwordsofaperson,place,orthingfortheiraudience.Theauthormightemploy

metaphororotherliterarydevicesinordertodescribetheauthor’simpressionsviatheir

fivesense(whattheyhear,see,smell,taste,ortouch).Buttheauthorisnottryingto

convincetheaudienceofanythingorexplainthescenemerelydescribethingstheyare.

Descriptivetextisakindoftextwithapurposetogiveinformation.Descriptive

textisatexttodescribeaparticularperson,place,animal,orthing.AccordingtoGerot



andWingnell,descriptivetextisatextthathaspurposetodescribeaparticularperson,

place orthing.In broad definition,description is aboutsensoryexperiences how

somethinglooks,sounds,tastes,Mostlyitisaboutvisualexperiences,butdescription

alsodealswithkindsofperception.Itmeansthatdescriptivetextisgivingparticular

informationtothereadersbydescribingandobject.Thepurposeofdescriptivetextis

todescribeandrevealaparticularperson,place,animal,orthingindetailstothe

readers.

1.2ResearchQuestion

Thewriterconductsthestudytoanswerthefollowingresearchquestions:

1.WhatistheabilityleveloftheeleventhgradestudentsofSMANegeriKapanSoein

writingatext?

2.WhatmightbethedifficultiesfoundbytheeleventhgradestudentsofSMANegeri

KapanSoeinwritingatext?

1.3Objectivesofthestudy

Theobjectivesofthestudyareasfollows:

1.ToknowtheabilityleveloftheeleventhgradestudentsofSMANegeriKapanSoein

writingatext

2.ToknowthedifficultiesfoundbytheeleventhgradestudentsofSMANegeriKapan

Soeinwritingatext

1.4Significanceofthestudy

Thestudyisbeneficialforthefollowingparties,theyare:

1. Studentsattheresearchedschool



Thisstudyisexpectedtobeaninputforthestudentsabouttheirabilityinwriting

descriptivetext,Sothattheycanimproveorincreasetheirwritingability.

2. TeachersofEnglishattheresearchedschool

Thisstudycaninform theteachersabouttheirstudentswritingabilitysothatthey

canprovidewaystohelptheirstudentsinincreaseourinimprovetheirwriting

ability


