
i

THESIS

AN ANALYSIS ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS
IN WRITING DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH

OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS
OF SMAN 5 KUPANG

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2014/2015

PETRUS POLI KAYAN
REG.NO. 12111070

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM
LANGUAGE AND ART DEPARTMENT

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES FACULTY
WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

KUPANG
2015



ii

THESIS

AN ANALYSIS ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS
IN WRITING DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH
OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS

OF SMAN 5 KUPANG
IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2014/2015

Presented in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements
for Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language Education

PETRUS POLI KAYAN
REG.NO. 12111070

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM
LANGUAGE AND ART DEPARTMENT

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES FACULTY
WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

KUPANG
2015



iii

AN ANALYSIS ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS IN
WRITING DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH OF THE

ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS OF SMAN 5 KUPANG
IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2014/2015

Approved by

Advisor I Advisor II

Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M. Hum Yohanes Nurak Siwa, S.Pd, M.Pd

Acknowledged by
Head of English Education Study Program

Teacher Training and Educational Sciences Faculty
Widya Mandira Catholic University

Kupang



iv

EXAMINATION BOARD

This Thesis was defended on May 23th 2015

Board of Examiners

No N     a     m     e      s Positions Signatures

1 Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M. Hum. Chairman

2 Yohanis Nurak Siwa, S.Pd,
M.Pd.

Secretary

3 Drs. Aleksius Madar, M.Ed. Examiner I

4 Priscilla De Hornay, S.Pd, MA.
Tesol, M.Ed.

Examiner
II

5 Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M. Hum. Examiner
III

Acknowledged by



v

MOTTO

“GOD NEVER GIVES A TEMPTATION TO HIS SERVANT
BIGGER THAN HIS ABILITY”

(1 Corinthians 10:3)



vi

DEDICATION

This thesis is particularly dedicated to my beloved:

1. Parents: Siprianus Mado and Maria Bulu Masan (Late).

2. Uncle and Aunt: Kornelis Kewa Ama and Maria Goreti Sumiyati.

3. Brothers: Yuven, Fans, Fons, and Frit.

4. Cousin: Ano Ama.

5. Almamater Widya Mandira Catholic University Kupang.



vii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First of all the writer would like to express his great gratitude and praise to

Almighty God for His providence and guidance during writing this thesis . In writing this

thesis, the writer realized that there were some difficulties faced by him, but all the things

could get well quickly because there were some good contributions from other important

persons, so the writer could finish this thesis. Therefore, the writer is really indebted to the

following important persons.

1. Dr. Damianus Talok, MA as the Dean of Teacher Training and Educational Sciences

Faculty of Widya Mandira Catholic University Kupang who has helped the writer with

all administrative affairs for this thesis.

2. Drs. Aleksius Madar, M.Ed as the Head of English Department who has given chance

to the writer for holding this study and handled administrative affairs for this thesis.

3. Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M.Hum as the first advisor and Yohanis Nurak Siwa, S. Pd,

M.Pd as the second advisor who have helped the writer with motivation, suggestions,

corrections, and critics patiently from writing proposal, conducting the research and

writing this thesis.

4. Drs. Aleksius Madar, M.Ed as the first examiner and Priscilla De Hornay, S.Pd, MA

Tesol, M.Ed, as the second examiner who have given useful inputs for improving the

content, grammatical aspect, and technical aspect of this thesis.

5. All the lecturers of the English Education Study Program, who have guided, helped,

taught, and motivated the writer patiently with beneficial knowledge.



viii

6. Drs. Frans Wayan who has introduced the writer with Van Deventer-Maas Stichting

Scholarship, so the writer could be one of the grantees of this scholarship.

7. Van Deventer-Maas Stichting Foundation who has accepted the writer as one of the

grantees, so the writer is helped by this scholarship in finishing this thesis.

8. All the administrative staffs of study program, faculty, and university who have done

all administrative affairs.

9. Drs. Ruben Kalli, as the Headmaster of SMA Negeri 5 Kota Kupang who has allowed

the writer to conduct the research at that school.

10. Laurensius H. Huller, S.Pd, MM and Mathias Yosef Atok Milas, S.Pd as the English

teachers who have given chance and time to the writer in doing his research.

11. All the students of SMA Negeri 5 Kota Kupang especially the eleventh grade of

language class who have helped the writer as the subjects of this research.

12. His beloved parents, uncle, aunt, my brothers and my cousin who have helped him

with materials, praying, motivating, advising during studying in college until finishing

this thesis.

13. All of his best friends who have helped and supported the writer, especially Sr. Ria,

Vidents, Eris, Mey bahi, Bosko, Ian, Santi, Ronal, Abed, Tini, Moses, Sinta, Gen, Ria,

Alen, Ana, Lea, Ericko, Joe, Fian, Piter boly and all of his friends in VIII semester.

Kupang, May 2015



ix

ABSTRACT

The research is entitled “An Analysis on Grammatical Errors in writing
Descriptive Paragraph of the Eleventh Grade Students of SMAN 5 Kupang in the
School Year 2014/2015”. It was conducted to answer questions stated in the problem
statements of this study: (1) What are the types of the grammatical errors committed by the
eleventh grade students of SMAN 5 Kupang in writing descriptive paragraph? (2) What
are the most common types of grammatical errors committed by the eleventh grade
students of SMAN 5 Kupang in writing descriptive paragraph? The objectives of this
research are: (a) To find out the types of grammatical errors committed by the eleventh
grade students of SMAN 5 Kupang in writing descriptive paragraph and (b) To find out
the most common types of grammatical errors committed by the eleventh grade students of
SMAN 5 Kupang in writing descriptive paragraph. The subject of this research was the
eleventh grade students of SMAN 5 Kupang, especially the Language class students. The
total number of the eleventh language class students was 13 students, but when the writer
did his research there were two students absent, so the writer just took 11 students as
samples in doing his research. In doing this study the writer used descriptive method. In
writing descriptive paragraph, the writer asked them to write a descriptive paragraph that
consisted of five to ten sentences and they did this in 90 minutes. The students’ writing
was analyzed using surface strategy taxonomy covering omission, addition, misformation
and misordering. The total of errors made by the eleventh grade students was 119 errors.
There are 69 (58.03%) omission errors, 33 (27.73%) misformation errors, 11 (9.24%)
addition errors and 6 (5%) misordering errors.  Based on the result of this study the most
common types of errors made by the eleventh grade students of SMAN 5 Kupang in
writing descriptive paragraph was omission 69 (58.03%) and the least common types of
errors made by the eleventh grade students was misordering 6 (5%). In this research the
writer suggested the English teacher and the eleventh grade students of SMAN 5 Kupang
that (1) The English teacher of SMAN 5 Kupang especially the English teacher of the
eleventh grade students of language class is suggested to teach or explain more on how to
write a descriptive paragraph correctly especially in grammar in terms of how to use
tenses, vocabulary, and subject verb agreement correctly, in order that the students will
become familiar in using grammar properly and (2) The eleventh grade of Language class
students are suggested to learn more on grammar, especially the use of to be, pronoun, and
tenses, because by studying grammar properly the errors in using grammar in writing
descriptive paragraph will be decreased.
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