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ABSTRACT

This study is entitled The Study on WH Questions of Laura Language. It
is intended to uncover the types, syntactic patterns and the function of WH
Questions in Laura Language. The result of this study is useful for both the
academic world and the practical life of the society, especially the native speakers
of Laura Language. To inspire the study, a number of previous related studies were
reviewed. To easily understand, direct, and limit the discussion of this study, a
number of basic concepts were defined. To analyse the data, the theory of syntax
was applied.The study was conducted in Payola Umbu village, Laura Sub-District
of South West Sumba Regency. It is a descriptive study. The data were obtained
through elicitation, interview, and note taking. For this reason, a number of
questionnaires were prepared in a written form. The data obtained were analyzed
through steps of selection, listing, translation, and interpretation of the formal
linguistics meaning. The result of the data analysis shows that there are some types
and syntactic patterns of WH-Questions in Laura Language. The types of WH-
Questions in Laura Language are: Appa ‘What’, Ge/Ge pongngu ‘Which’,Gi
‘Where’, Gharra/Gharrai “Who’, Pirra “When’, Gharra “Whose’, Peina/Ne ‘Why’,
Pei pata/Peina ‘How’, Gharra barra/Ka gharra barra ‘to Whom’. The most syntactic
patterns happens on the WH-Questions Appa ‘what’ which has five syntactic
patterns. They are: ‘Appa pateki na?’, ‘Appa we pateki na’, ‘Appa ko pateki na?’,
‘Appa pa pateki na?’, and ‘Appa ko we pateki na?’. While the rest consist of three
and two syntactic patterns. As a summary of what has been explained, the
following data is presented:*What’ Appa consist of 5 syntactic patterns: Appa
pateki na?, Appa we pateki na?, Appa ko pateki na?, Appa pa pateki na?, Appa ko
we pateki na?.“Which” Ge/ Ge pongngu consist of 3 syntactic patterns: Ge pongngu
pa mbei mu?, Ge pongngu ku pa mbei mu?, Ge pongngu ku allu pa mbei
mu?.“Where’ Gi consist of 3 syntactic patterns: Gi dangngi nia ko na ne a
nggaina?, Gi dangngi nia ko na nia a nggaina?, Gi barra nia ko na ne a
nggaina?.“Who’ Gharra/ Gharrai consist of 3 syntactic patterns: Gharra pa eta
mu?, Gharrai pa pazarra mu?, Gharra pa ghewa mu?.“When’ Pirra consist of 2
syntactic pattrens: Pirra ko bu bali umma?, Pirra ko mu bali umma?.‘Whose’
Gharra consist of 2 syntactic patterns: Gharra pena ko na ne barra meja?, Gharra
pena ko ne barra meja?.“Why’ Peina/ Ne consist of 3 syntactic patterns: Peina ka
du walewe ne patua gu?, Ne ka du walengga ne pa teki gu?, Peina ka du walewe ne
‘How’ Pei pata/ Peina consist of 2 syntactic patterns: Pei pata ko mu kako
Ngiapu?, Peina mu kako Ngiapu?.“To Whom’ Gharra barra/ Ka gharra barra
consist of 2 syntactic patterns: Gharra barra ko na we palapor da ne marawi?, Ka
gharra barra ko na we ba paduki ge ne tuba?. Based on the finding the suggestions
are offered to the experts of linguistics, especially expert of syntax, and related



subject should do continued study or same study to confirm and extend. The local
government should prepare the fund for local language research, seminar, and
workshop. People in Laura also should speak Laura Language in a proper situation.

TABLE OF CONTENT
Pages
TITTLE
APPROVAL SHEET ..ottt ii
BOARD OF EXAMINERS........coooiiiiit ettt iii
Y/ N 1 USSP v
DEDICATION ... .ottt et iv
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ......ccotiiiieieie sttt sreanas Y,
ABSTRACT ...ttt ettt sttt b ans vii
TABLE OF CONTENT ...ttt viii
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION ..ottt 1
1.1 Background of the STtUAY.........cccceiiiiiiiinieiee e 1
1.2 Statement of the ProbIem ..........cooieiiir i 3
1.3 Objective of the StUAY .......cooviiiii e 3
1.4 Significance of the StUAY ..........ccccveiiiii i 4
1.5 Scope and LIMItation .........ccccociveieiiieieeie e 5
1.6 Definition Of TeIM ...ccviiii e 5
CHAPTER Il REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE........cccccvevueineen. 7
2.1 Theory and CONCEPLS ....cceevveeieiieiecie et nae e 7
2. 1.1 TREOMY ettt 7
2.1.2.1 The Definition of QUESLION .........cceeiiiiiiiiie e 8
2.1.2.2 Type OF QUESLIONS .....ecveieieiiieieciesieesie e e e sae e nne e 8
2.1.2.3 WhH-QUESLIONS ....ccviiiiiieectie et ctee et ere e re e e etre e eree e e eabe e e enbeeeennaeea 8
2.1.2.4 The use of Wh-QUESLIONS ........cceeiiiiiiieiie et sree e 9
2.2 Review of Related Study ........ccccveiiii i e 19
2.3 ReSearch MOodel ..........oovviiiic e 21
CHAPTER 11l RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....cccoviieieieeie e 24
3.1 RESEAICN DESIGN ...veiiieeciie it 24
3.2 INFOMMANTS ..o.viiiicic ettt e e e e reanee s 24
3.3 ReSEArCh LOCALION .....ceeciiiiieiiiie e 25

3.4 Types and SOUrce Of Data ........cccccceviveiiiiiiiieii e 25



3.5 RESEAICN INSIFUMENLS ..ottt e e e e e e e e e e e 26

3.6 Method and Techniques of Data Compilation ............c.ccoovvveieiencncnininne 26
3.7 Methods and Techniques of Data Analysis.........c.cccevververiiiieieesesiesnnen, 27
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS.........ccocoiiiininieeeiene, 29
4.1 FINdings and DISCUSSIONS. ........ccveieiiriiniieieies et e snenneas 29
4.1.1 Types, Syntactic Patterns and the Function of Wh-Questions

IN LAUra LANQUAGE. ... .cveiveriiiieiiieieie ettt eaneneeanis 29
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION......ccccooceiiiiiiies e 41
5.1 CONCIUSIONS. ....cviiiiiiieiieieie sttt st s et sre e re e e e e e 41
5.2 SUQGESTIONS. ...ttt ettt £abesbeeseene e e 43
BIBLYOGRAPHY ..o e 44
APPENDICES.. ..ottt et 46
Appendix 1: Language Map of Sumba Island.............ccccoeviiiiiieiiciic i, 47
Appendix 2: List of sentences used to Elicit Laura Language...........cccceuevenne. 49
APPENTIX 31 DALA ...cvveeeieiieieee e e neas 53

Appendix 4:Biography of the informants..............cccooeveiiiiieiccccee e, 61



