
i

THESIS

A STUDY ON SPEAKING ABILITY THROUGH ROLE
PLAY OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS OF

SMPK ST.YOSEPH KUPANG IN THE ACADEMIC
YEAR 2014/2015

DIAN CHANDRA ISSU

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE
FACULTY

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
KUPANG

2014



ii

THESIS

A STUDY ON SPEAKING ABILITY THROUGH ROLE
PLAY OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS OF

SMPK ST.YOSEPH KUPANG IN THE ACADEMIC
YEAR 2014/2015

DIAN CHANDRA ISSU
REG. NO. 121 10 111

ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM
LANGUAGE AND ART DEPARTMENT

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE
FACULTY

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
KUPANG

2014



iii

A STUDY ON SPEAKING ABILITY THROUGH ROLE
PLAY OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS OF

SMPK ST.YOSEPH KUPANG IN THE ACADEMIC
YEAR 2014/2015

Presented in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements
for Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language Education

DIAN CHANDRA ISSU
REG. NO. 121 10 111

ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM
LANGUAGE AND ART DEPARTMENT

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE
FACULTY

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
KUPANG

2014



iv



v



vi

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The writer would like to thank the Almighty God for His blessing and

guidance from the beginning until the finishing of this writing. The writer

realizes that this thesis is still imperfect. Suggestion will be much needed for the

improvement of this thesis. The writer hopes this thesis will be worthwhile for

those who read it.

On this occasion, the writer would like to express her sincere gratitude

to the following persons:

1. Drs. Alfons Bunga Naen, M. Pd as the Dean of the Teacher Training and

Educational Science Faculty of Widya Mandira Catholic University Kupang

who has given the recommendation to conduct this study.

2. Drs. Aleksius Madar, M. Ed as the Head of English Education study Program

who has provided her with the administrative affairs.

3. Drs. Aleksius Madar, M. Ed as the first advisor and Maria Djehatu, S.Pd as

the second advisor who helped and guided her in conducting this study.

4. Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M. Hum as the first examiner and Priscilla de Hornay,

S.Pd, MATesol, M.Ed as the second examiner, for their ideas and suggestions

to improve this writing.

5. All the lecturers and administrative staff of English Education study Program

in helping the writer with knowledge and administrative affairs so this study

could be done.

6. English teacher of SMPK St.Yoseph Kupang, who helped the writer when

conducting this study.



vii

7. All the class A students of the eighth grade students of SMPK St. Yoseph

Kupang for their understanding and cooperation.

8. Her beloved parents: Jerobeam Emu Issu and Yenny Issu Luik who always

give love and support the writer.

9. Her beloved sisters, niece, cousin and brother in low: Ranti Issu, Ayu Issu,

Alldiera Issu, Elfransa Coumans, Ruth Issu and Stuart Austin Coumans for

their love and support the writer.

10. Her best friend of the ninth semester of English education Study Program

especially Charles de Focould Lalang Hurirubu, Philipus Rufus Desideratus

Lina, Maria Natalia Ebo Kase, Hermina Boi Hena, Alexandro Edoardo Tupu

and Getrudis Nasir for their help, love and support during this study.

11. Someone special in her life, Jeksoneris Mone Koro Djo for his love and

support the writer.

Finally, the writer appreciates those who have contributed a great deal

of help in finishing this thesis. There is nothing to reward but one thing the

writer would like to express that God is the one who rewards them, what they

deserve to receive.

Kupang.       2014

The Writer



viii

MOTTO

Things aren’t as bad as you sometimes think they
are. They all works out in the end. Put your trust in God,
and move forward with faith and confidence in future.

(Dian Ch)



ix

DEDICATION

This thesis is particularly dedicated to:

1. My beloved parents: Jerobeam Emu Issu and Yenny Suryani Issu Luik

2. My beloved sisters and niece: Ranti Issu, Nicki Triayu Issu, Quiterilia

Alldiera Issu and Elfransa Chinara Austrin Coumans.

3. All lecturers in English department

4. Almamater English study program Widya Mandira Catholic University

Kupang.



x

ABSTRACT

This study is entitled “A Study On Speaking Ability Through Role Play
Of The Eighth Grade Students Of SMPK St.Yoseph In The Academic Year
2014/2015”. It was conducted to answer the following questions: (1) Are the
eighth grade students of SMPK St. Yoseph able to speak English through role
play. (2) What is the students’ level of ability in speaking. (3) What might be the
difficulties faced by the students in speaking. The objectives of the study are as
follows: (1) To find out whether the eighth grade students’ of SMPK St. Yoseph
able to speak English through role play. (2) To find out the students’ level of
speaking ability through role play. (3) To know the possible difficulties faced by
the students’ in speaking English through role play. The study was conducted at
the eighth grade students of SMPK St.Yoseph kupang. The subject of this study
was the eighth grade students of SMPK St.Yoseph Kupang (class VIIIA). The total
number of class VIIIA was 22 but the writer only choose 16 students randomly as
the sample of this study. The instrument used in this study was a transcription of
students utterances in the role play. The collected data were analyzed based on the
three aspects of speaking namely; grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation. The
result of this study shows that: (1) The eighth grade students of SMPK ST.
Yoseph was able to speak English through role play. (2) The level of ability was
classified as “HIGH ADVANCE” (14.0). there were 4 students who got score
16‒18 (Near native). There were 9 students who got score 13 ‒15 (High advance)
and there were 2 students who got score 10-12 (Advance). And there was no
student who got 7 – 9 (Intermediate) 4 – 6 (Elementary) and 1‒ 3 (Beginner).
These scores were given by using analytic method offered by Hughes. (3) the first
difficulties faced by the student is grammar, second is pronunciation and the last is
vocabulary. Based on the result the writer suggest that the eighth grade students of
SMPK St.Yoseph Kupang should practice speaking specially role play with their
friends, focusing on grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation aspects and keep up
with their good performance, so the fluency will not decrease and the English
teacher of SMPK St.Yoseph Kupang should give more attention to the students to
improve their speaking specially speaking ability by giving the students chance to
speak specially through role play.
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