
 THESIS 

 

A STUDY ON THE ABILITY  

IN USING DIRECT AND INDIRECT SPEECH  

OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS  

OF SMAN 2 KUPANG  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2016/2017 

 

 

 

 

 

SOFIA LETTO 

         

 

 

 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

FACULTY  

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERITY  

KUPANG 

2017 



 i 

THESIS 

 

A STUDY ON THE ABILITY  

IN USING DIRECT AND INDIRECT SPEECH  

OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS  

OF SMAN 2 KUPANG  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2016/2017 

 

 

 

 

 

SOFIA LETTO 

NO. REG. 121 130 26 

         

 

 

 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

FACULTY  

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERITY  

KUPANG 

2017 



 ii 

THESIS 

 

A STUDY ON THE ABILITY  

IN USING DIRECT AND INDIRECT SPEECH  

OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS  

OF SMAN 2 KUPANG  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2016/2017 

 

 

 

 

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for Sarjana Pendidikan  

Degree in English Language Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOFIA LETTO 

REG. NO. 12113026 

 

 

 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2017 



 iii 

 

  



 iv 

 

 

 

  



 v 

ACKNOWLEGEMENTS 

 

First of all the writer would like to praise and gratitude to God for His 

blessings and graces, so the writer could finish writing this thesis. The writer 

realizes that during the process of writing this thesis, there were many people who 

gave support and contribution in helping the writer to finish. Therefore the writer 

would like to thank to the following persons: 

1. Dr. Damianus Talok MA as the dean of Teacher Training and Educational 

Science Faculty for all administrative affairs. 

2. Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M.Hum as the Head of English Study Program who gave 

permission to the writer to hold this study. 

3. Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M.Hum as his first advisor and Yohanis Nurak Siwa, 

S.Pd, M.Pd as his second advisor, for their guidance, motivation, advice, 

support, and critism during the process until the completion of this writing. 

4. Drs. Clemens Ataburan, M.Hum as his first examiner and P. Paul Asa, SVD, 

Mag TESOL, M.Pd, as his second examiner for their correction, suggestion for 

the improvement of this writing. 

5. All the lecturers of English Study Program who gave the writer the valuable 

knowledge during her study at this university particularly at English 

Department. 

6. The Headmaster of SMAN 2 Kupang who has given the writer permission to get 

the data for this study. 



 vi 

7. The English Teacher of SMAN 2 Kupang who has given the writer permission 

to get the data for this study. 

8. The students of SMAN 2 Kupang especially the eleventh grade of social four 

department class who participated in the research by doing the test. 

9. Her beloved parents Herman J. Letto and Maria Gorethi and my sisters who 

have prayed fully and supported the writer to finish this study. 

10. All friends of semester VIII of English Departement for their help in finishing 

this study. 

 

     Kupang,  2017 

 

 

 The writer  

                                        

 

 

 

 

  



 vii 

 

 

 

 

MOTTO 

TRUSTING GOD EVERYTHING IS GOOD 

(Sofi Letto) 

 

 

 

  



 viii 

  

 

 

 

DEDICATION 

 

This thesis is particularly dedicated to: 

1. My beloved parents (Herman J. Letto and Maria Gorethi) 

2. My beloved sisters (Cika, Miner, Herty, and Icha) 

3. Almamater Widya Mandira Catholic University 

 

 

 

  



 ix 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study is entitled A Study on The Ability in Using Direct and Indirect 

Speech of The Eleventh Grade Students of SMAN 2 Kupang in The School 

Year 2016/2017. This study was conducted to find the answer of the following 

questions: (1) What is the ablity level of the eleventh grade students of SMAN 2 

Kupang in the school year 2016/2017 in using direct and indirect speech? (2) What 

is the area of difficulty of the eleventh grade students of SMAN 2 Kupang in the 

school year 2016/2017 in using direct and indirect speech? The method used in this 

study is normative survey method. The subject of this study were the eleventh 

grade of social four department. They were  46 students, but the writer only chose 

24 students as the sample of the study. In collecting data the writer used a test that 

consists of 40 test items which were divided into two parts: The first part is 

changing direct into indirect speech consistsing of 20 test items, while the second 

part consists of 20 test items to change indirect into direct speech. The results of 

the study showed that the ability level of students are as follow: Four (16.67%)  

students got bad ability level (1.6 – 2.5), three (12.5%) students got very poor 

ability level (2.6 – 3.5), four (16.67%) student got poor ability level (3.6 – 4.5), six 

(25%) students got bellow average ability level (4.6 – 5.5), two (8.33%) students 

got average ability level (5.6 – 6.5), three (12.5%)  students got fairly good ability 

level (6.6 – 7.5), two (8.33%) students got good ability level (7.6 – 8.5), there is no 

student got very good ability and excellent ability level (9.6 – 10). The areas of 

difficulties faced by the students are less understanding of English grammar. The 

difficulty encountered by the students occured in tenses, personal pronouns, and 

another change such as command and questions into direct and indirect speech. 

Based on the results of the data above, it can be concluded that the level of students 

ability is categorized as bellow average 4.76. Based on the conclusion from data 

above the writer would like to give some suggestions as follows: (1) Students need 

to improve their ability in understanding of grammar, so they can use direct and 

indirect speeches, particularly to apply the formula to change direct into indirect 

speech. (2) The teacher of English, especially at the researched school should use 

an approach and provide more practice to increase students understanding of 

learning grammar especially on the rules of changing direct and indirect speech. 
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