
THESIS 

AN ANALYSIS OF GRAMMATICAL ERRORS 

IN WRITING DESCRIPTIVE TEXT  

OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS 

 OF SMPK ST.THERESIA KUPANG  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2017/2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARLETHA HERLINA FIAALA 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2018 

 



 

 

 

THESIS 

AN ANALYSIS OF GRAMMATICAL ERRORS 

IN WRITING DESCRIPTIVE TEXT 

 OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS  

 OF SMPK St.THERESIA KUPANG  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2017/2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARLETHA HERLINA FIAALA 

REG.NO.12113011 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2018 



i 
 

THESIS  

AN ANALYSIS OF GRAMMATICAL ERRORS 

IN WRITING DESCRIPTIVE TEXT  

OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS 

 OF SMPK ST.THERESIA KUPANG  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2017/2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARLETHA HERLINA FIAALA 

REG.NO.12113011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2018 



ii 
 

 

THESIS  

 

AN ANALYSIS OF GRAMMATICAL ERRORS  

IN WRITING DESCRIPTIVE TEXT  

OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS   

OF SMPK ST.THERESIA KUPANG  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2017/2018 

 

 

 

 
Presented in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for Sarjana Pendidikan 

 Degree in English Language Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MARLETHA HERLINA FIAALA 

 

REG.NO.12113011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2018 



iii 
 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF GRAMMATICAL ERRORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iv 
 

 

 

 

         



v 
 

 

MOTTO 

 

 

‘Everything is possible for one who believes’ 

(Mark 9 : 23) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 
 

 

DEDICATION 

 

This thesis is dedicated to my beloved: 

  Mother Hermolina Nubatonis 

 Husband Semuel Kubela 

 Sons William and Marthin  

 Daughters Wisha, Queen, Gwen, and Cheryl 

 Sisters Merry and Sarra 

 Almamater Widya Mandira Catholic University  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

First of all, the writer would like to express her deepest gratitude to God 

for the blessing and guidance from the beginning of her study until finishing this 

thesis. Secondly, the writer realizes that without the contribution and support of 

other hands, this thesis could not have been finished. Therefore, she is really 

indebted to the following persons: 

1. Dr. Damianus Talok, MA as the Dean of Teacher Training and Educational 

Science Faculty for all administrative affairs, so this study could be done. 

2. Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M. Hum as the Head of English study program who 

gave permission to the writer to hold this study. 

3. Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M. Hum as her first advisor and Yohanis Nurak Siwa 

S.Pd, M.Pd as her second advisor, for their guidance, motivation, advice, 

support, and criticism during process until the completion of this writing. 

4. P. Paul Asa, Mag. TESOL. M.Pd as her first examiner, and Drs. Ataburan 

Clemens, M.Hum as her second examiner, for their corretion, suggestion for 

the improvement of this writing. 

5. All lecturers of Widya Mandira Catholic University, especially the lecturers of 

English Study program for their times in providing the writer with knowledge, 

guidance experiences, and skills during her study. 

6. Sr. Dafrosa Muti SSpS, SE as the Headmaster of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang 

who has given the writer permission to conduct her study on her school. 



viii 
 

7. Inosensius Tateni S.Pd as the English Teacher of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang 

who has given the writer permission to get the data for this study. 

8.  The Students of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang in the school year 2017/2018 

especially the eighth grade students who participated in the research. 

9. The writer’s beloved mom, husband, children, sister and all family members 

who help and pray during the process of writing this thesis. 

10. All friends of English Study Program (2013). 

 

Kupang,  May 2018 

 

The writer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ix 
 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

 This study is entitled “An Analysis of Grammatical Errors in Writing 

Descriptive Text of the Eighth Grade Students of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang 

in the School Year 2017/2018”. This study was conducted to answer the 

following questions (1) What are the types of grammatical errors committed by 

the eighth students of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang in the school year 2017/2018 in 

writing descriptive text? (2) What is the most type of grammatical error 

committed by the eighth grade students of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang in the 

school year 2017/2018 in writing descriptive text?. The objectives of the study are 

as follows: (1) To find out the types of grammatical errors in writing descriptive 

text made by the eighth grade students of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang in the 

school year 2017/2018. (2) To find out the most type of grammatical error in 

writing descriptive text committed by the eighth grade students of SMPK St. 

Theresia Kupang in the school year 2017/2018. The writer used descriptive 

method to describe students’ errors in writing descriptive text. The subject of this 

study was the eighth grade students of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang, especially 

class VIIIB. They were consisted of 28 students and the writer only took randomly 

20 students as the sample of the study. In collecting the data, the writer gave four 

topics to choose, they were “My Friend, My Pet, My House and My Favorite 

Actor/Actress. The writing should consist of three or more paragraphs. The time 

allocation was 90 minutes. The result of analysis shows that (1) The eighth grade 

students especially class VIIIB of SMPK St. Theresia Kupang committed errors in 

writing descriptive text. They committed omission errors 67 (46%), misformation 

error 68 (46%), misordering error 7 (5%), and addition errors 5 (3%). (2) It is 

shown that the most common error is omission errors. Based on the result, the 

writer would like to suggest the following (1) The students should master 

grammatical aspect in producing a descriptive text by doing more practice in 

writing. (2) The English teacher should pay more attention on students’ 

grammatical aspects of writing by providing exercise and drills particularly tenses. 

 



 

x 
 

 TABLE OF CONTENTS 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Pages 

APPROVAL SHEET ...............................................................................  iii 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS  ....................................................................  iv 

MOTTO  ..................................................................................................  v 

DEDICATION  ........................................................................................  vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  ......................................................................  vii 

ABSTRACT .............................................................................................  ix 

TABLE OF CONTENT ...........................................................................  x 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .............................................................  1 

1.1.  Background of The Study .........................................................  1 

1.2.  Statement of the Problem ..........................................................  3 

1.3.  Objectives of the study ..............................................................  4 

1.4.  Significance of the study ...........................................................  4 

1.5.  Scope and Limitation ................................................................  5 

1.6.  Definition of Terms ..................................................................  5 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED OF LITERATURES ..............  7 

2.1 Theory  .....................................................................................  7         

2.1.1 Error  ......................................................................................  7 

2.1.1.1 General View of Error ..........................................................  7 

2.1.1.2 Definition of Error ...............................................................  8 

2.1.1.3 Cause of Error ......................................................................  9 

2.1.1.4 Sources of Error ...................................................................  10 

2.1.1.5 Types of Errors ....................................................................  12 

2.1.2 Descriptive Writing .................................................................  15 

2.1.3 Grammar.................................................................................  16 

2.2 Previous Studies .......................................................................  16 

2.1 Research Model  .......................................................................  19 



 

xi 
 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ...................................  21 

3.1 Research Design .......................................................................  21 

3.2 Subject of the Study .................................................................  21 

3.3 Research instrument .................................................................  21 

3.4 Data Compilation .....................................................................  22 

3.5 Data Analysis ...........................................................................  22 

3.6 Reporting the Study ..................................................................  23 

 

CHAPTER IV  DATA ANALYSIS  AND FINDINGS ...........................  24 

4.1. Data Analysis ...........................................................................  24 

4.1.1 Classification and Correction of Errors .....................................  24 

4.1.2 Calculating of Error Frequency .................................................  43 

4.2 Discussion ................................................................................  45 

 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS  ..........................  50 

5.1. Conclussion ..............................................................................  50 

5.2 Suggestions ..............................................................................  50 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ....................................................................................  52 

APPENDICES..........................................................................................  53 

 

 


	1.pdf (p.1-2)
	2.pdf (p.3-11)
	3. CONTENTS.pdf (p.12-13)

